APPENDIX IV-SACRED PROSTITUTION     277

of sacred prostitution. It would be superfluous to magnify
examples.

We have seen that the practice spread all over Western
Asia and into Europe and Africa. Egypt we have not
discussed, but the numerous references given by G. A. Barton
in his article, " Hierodouloi," in Hastings' Ency. Eel. Eth.,
vol. vi, pp. 675-676, show that the system can be clearly
traced, especially at Thebes.

To sum up our evidence from Western Asia, there ap-
pear to be several reasons to which the institution of sacred
prostitution owes its origin:

1.  The male deity needed concubines  like any mortal,
thus women imitated at the temples their divine duties,

2.  The female deity, being a goddess of fertility, had
under her special care the fruitfulness of vegetation as well
as of the animal world.   Thus she endeavours to hasten on
the return of spring.   It is only natural that at her temples
women should assist in this great work of procreation, chiefly
by imitating the functions necessary to procreate.   When the
goddess was absent in search of spring, the whole duties of
the cult would fall on her mortal votaries.

3.  Sacrifices of as important and personal nature as pos-
sible would be acceptable to such a goddess, and the hopes
of prosperity in the land would be increased.

When human passions enter so largely into a ritual, and
when the worshippers and ministrants of the goddess are of
an excitable and highly temperamental nature, and finally
when one takes into account such factors as climate and
environment, it is not surprising that at times the religious
side of the ritual would play but a minor part. This happened
in India and also in Western Asia, and evidence shows the
same thing to have occurred both in ancient Central America
and Western Africa.

West Africa

Before comparing the above with our Indian data, refer-
ence might suitably be made to the sacred men and women
in West Africa.

Among the Ewe-speaking peoples of the Slave Coast and
the Tshi-speaking peoples of the Gold Coast is to be found